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What is NARA?

Ã NARA is the nationôs record keeper.

Ã We hold, preserve, and make availablethe 

permanently valuable records of the Federal 

Government.

ÄExecutive Branch

Ä Legislative Branch

Ä Judicial Branch & Federal Courts

ÄContinental & Confederation Congresses



What We Do Not Have

Ã Vital statistics (birth, death, marriage, divorce)

Ã Prepared or published family histories

Ã Newspapers

Ã Few colonial (pre-Federal) records

Ã No single index to all of our holdings!



What We Have

ÃCensus Records 1790-1940

Ä Includes Non-Population Census

Ã Immigration Records

Ã Naturalization Records

Ã Passport Applications



Census Records

Ä1790-1940

ÄEvery 10 years

ÄClosed for 72 years after they are taken

ÄArrangement:

ÂYear

ÂState

ÂCounty

ÄStart with the most recent census and work 

backwards



Census Records

Ä1790-1840 

ÂLists the head of the household 

ÂGives statistics on the household members



1840 Census

Samuel Yoder

male 10 and under 15:  2

male 15 and under 20:  1

male 30 and under 40:  1

female under 5:  1

female 5 and under 10: 1

female 15 and under 20: 1

female 20 and under 30: 1



1840 Census

Samuel Yoder

0 Slaves

7 people in household

--- really 8

2  people work in 

Agriculture



Census Records

Ä1850-1870

ÂList all members of the household

ÂDoes not give relationship to head of household

Ä1850 & 1860

ÂSeparate Free and Slave Schedules



1850 Slave Schedule

Maryland



1870 Census

Prescott, Arizona



Census Records

Ä1880-1940

ÂRelationships to the head of household

Â1900-1940 Citizenship Information

ÂYear of immigration

ÂNaturalization status (Naturalized ïNa; 
filed first papers ïPa; Alien ïAl)

Â1920 ïyear of naturalization

ÂArranged by Enumeration Districts

ÂSoundexing begins



1880 Census

Andrew Davis

White male, age 70

Occupation:  ship carpenter

Born in MA

Father born MA

Mother born MA

Mary, age 41 (daughter) is 

a teacher

Lucinda, age 55 (sister) 

keeps house


